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employed. It is used as a flux for glass, and
also for forming pigments. The arsenite of
copper and a double arsenite and acetate of
copper (emerald green) are largely used by
painters; they are also used to color paper-
hangings for rooms, a practice not unac-
companied with considerable danger, espe-
cially if flock-papers are used or if the room
is not well ventilated. Arsenic has been too
frequently used to give the bright green often
seen in colored confectionery, and to produce
a green dye for articles of dress and artificial
flowers.

AB/SOET, in common law, the malicious
burning of a dwelling-house or outhouse of
another man; also, the wilful setting fire to
any church, warehouse, mill, barn, agricul-
tural produce, ship, coal-mine and the like.
By the common law it is a crime, and if
homicide result, it is murder. In the United
States, Canada aud Great Britain the punish-
ment is increased if the burning is to defraud
insurers. See CRIME.

ART AND THE ARTS. In a broad sense
the term art refers to Anything which is not
an immediate product of nature, but is arti-
ficial and done by the aid of human skill.
It is also used to designate skill in perform-
ing some special kind of work, either mental
or physical. By arts we mean those phases
of human activity which result from the ap-
plication of skill or genius. The arts may be
classified into useful or mechanical arts, and
fine arts. The latter embrace painting, sculp-
ture, architecture and music, and some would
include in this list, poetry. Basket weaving,
pottery making, embroidering, etc., are
classed as useful or mechanical arts. The
mechanical arts may be practiced by any one
who has acquired skill, but the fine arts may
be successfully practiced only by those who
have real genius or talent, as well as skill.
Such studies as philosophy, science and his-
tory are called liberal arts.

Related   Articles.    Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Architecture               Painting

Fine Arts                    Poetry

Music                         Sculpture

ARTAXERXES, a'hr'taks urks'eez, the
name of several Persian kings, most impor-
tant of whom was Artaxerxes, snrnamed
Mnemon, who succeeded ids father, Darius
II, in 404 B. a After having vanquished Ms
brother Cyrus in the Battle of Cunaxa, he
made war on the Spartans, who had assisted
C;vrus, and forced them to abandon the Greek

cities and islands of Asia to the Persians,
AR'TEMIS. See DIANA.
AR'TERIES, the system of vessels or tubes
which convey the blood from the heart to all
parts of the body. As they proceed from *
the heart, they divide and subdivide, dimin-
ishing in size, and finally terminating in
minute capillaries that unite the ends of
the arteries with the beginnings of the
veins. The arteries are made up of
three coats: an outer elastic one which is
readily distended; a middle or muscular one
which by its contraction helps to force the
blood onward; an inner one, smooth, in order
that the blood may move easily. The coats
gradually disappear as the arteries decrease
in size; when the muscular coat has gone,
the artery has become a capillary with but
one thin coat. The life of any part of the
body being dependent on the supply of ar-
terial blood, the tiny arteries anastomose, or
join with one another in the form of a net-
work, so that if the supply is cut off from
one it may go through another. The blood
flowing from a wounded artery is bright
red in color and comes out in spurts in an
uneven stream. To check the flow, press
on the artery between the wound and the
heart. Cording the limb is effective. See
CIRCULATION; VEINS; WOUNDS.
ARTESIAN, aJir te'zhan, WELL, a well
formed by boring or drilling to a consider-
able depth. These wells were named from
the province of Artois in Prance, where they
appear to have been first used on an exten-
sive scale. At first the name was restricted
to flowing wells, but now it is applied to all
wells formed by boring. In the cut, B rep-
resents a layer of porous sand and gravel
between two impervious layers, C and D.
If a well is sunk through Cy the water will
rise in it and flow at A, because the highest
point of B is above the level of G at the point
where the well is bored. When the land is
nearly level the well will not flow and pump-
ing must be restored to. The layer B is sup-
plied with water from rain which falls upon
it where it appears at the surface. This
percolates down through the sand and gravel
until the entire layer is saturated. If the
area covered by this layer is large, the vol-
ume of water thus stored is very great, and
many wells may be bored in the region which
it underlies.
The water in most artesian wells is pure
and suitable for domestic purposes and for